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Addition and subtraction word problems
Solve the following addition and subtraction problems using the written method of using 
place value parts. Estimate an answer first.

1.	

Problem: Skye’s class collected 382 aluminium cans for  
recycling and Eva’s class collected 426 cans. How many cans 
were collected by both classes? 
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2.	  
Problem: 273 tickets were sold on the first night, 309 tickets were sold on the 
second night and 102 tickets were sold on the third night. How many tickets 
were sold altogether? 
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3.	  

Problem: Paul had 215 DVDs. He lent  
Trent 26 when he was unwell. How many 
DVDs did Paul have while Trent was unwell?
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How was your student able to complete the activity?
No assistance required Some assistance required A lot of assistance required Not able to do this task

Comments:

4.	  
Problem: Suzie earned $1 750. Then she paid $387 in taxes. If she banked all 
of her wages, how much did she deposit in the bank? 
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